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Toc H members accept a four-fold commitment: 


t To build friendships across the barriers that divide man 
from man. 


2 Tove personal Service. 


3 To find their own convictions while always being willing to 
listen to the views of others. 


4 To work for the building of that better world which has been 
called the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for ideas about Toc H 
and about the world in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points—to think fairly. 


eee 


VIEW 
point 


Happy New Jubilee Year! This 
one deserves special resolutions, 
Not the kind which lose their 
edge by Epiphany, when the dict 
dissolves yet again into the Black 
Magic box, but the kind which 
will last until this time next year. 


Jubilee Year deserves special 
attention, for it gives us a tre- 
mendous opportunity to catch the 
public’s eye and to tell people 
that Toe H exists. Man is an 
inquisitive animal. The public 
would love to know what we are 
celebrating and, better still, 
would love to join in the celebra- 
tions, Sixty years gives Toc H 
some standing; we should use its 
authority to get across to people 
that we have something worth 
while and relevant to say, Of 
course, a slick publicity campaign 
will never produce members 
overnight-it can never equal ‘the 
creative art of friendship’—but it 
can tell people that our viewpoint 
exists, and it can give them a 
chance to come and find out 
more. In an age of competing and 
conflicting values, it is important 
that by our words and by our 
deeds we make ourselves heard. 


Toc H has demonstrated time 

and again that its approach to 
‘building the Kingdom of God’ 
can and does work. Even those 
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Happy New Jubilee Year 


who would not accept this goal 
can see the good which Toc H 
has done. We can all cite from 
our local branch or group 
examples of friends who have been 
helped by, or who have helped 
themselves through Toc H. We 
can all sec how attitudes have 
changed over the years, how 
understanding and sensitivity 
have developed, how people have 
come out of themselves and done 
things they would never have 
dreamt possible. It’s just as one 
project volunteer put it: ‘I be- 
came a horse and train and other 
toys I didn’t know I could be.’ 
We all know how Toc H has 
helped us and how we have 
enjoyed ourselves. 


So there is cause for celebration 
and thanksgiving. But it would be 
terribly sad if we celebrated on 
our own, How much better it 
will be if we bring in others to 
enjoy the festivities. The Jubilee 
Year will serve little purpose if 
we keep the jubilation to our- 
selves. On a simple level this 
means inviting others to join the 
party, or filling the coach with 
the lonely neighbour. It also 
means doing the task which we 
have all been asked to do: ‘to 
transmit to future generations the 
spirit of Toc H’. ‘The essential 
reason for founding Toc H’, 


wrote Peter Monic in the 21st 
Birthday Book of 1936, ‘was that 
the founders felt themselves 
bound to do all they could, not 
mercly to maintain the fellow- 
ship but to pass it on.’ 


Jubilee Year, then, should be 
Extension Year, Extension is 
within everyone’s capabilities. 
So let us all, this New Year, 
resolve to answer the question 
which the new Director, Ken 
Prideaux-Brune, asked at Central 
Council, of every District in the 
country. He asked you: ‘What 
new activity are you going to 
launch that will demonstrate the 
faith which is in you, and which 
will capture the imagination of 
your community, so that others 
will be drawn to share in the 
work, and thus to share in the 
faith?’ 

S McW 
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to see the thanksgiving 


Concern project, Bracken Hall 


services which have been 5 Wrexham Festival _ 
arranged because for this 5-6 South Western Region Jubilee Festival and Pageant, 
wonderful Movement we Exeter University and Cathedral 


: 11-13 Scarborough Festival 
have much to be thankful. 26 cee Treorchy Male Voice Choir, concert at the 
The theme of the week-end Parish Church 
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tinuing Spirit of Toc H’ and May 2 Hartley Wintney Gala Dance f ' 
we hope that all who attend 21 Blackmore Vale and Lyme Districts’ wine and cheese 
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z y 25 Bideford (w) branch history evening, photos and slides 
coming together of the a fT Open Day 


Family. We have much to 28 Bideford (m) branch coflee evening and entertainment 
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Communion. 
further plea for 1975: for East Lancs District holiday for children at Rhyl 


each member to bring in 13 Higham Ferrers Jubilee Charity Dance 

one new member and/or 14-15 Poperinge Jubilee Week-end 

builder during our Diamond 20-22 South East Hants District wine and cheese party, concert, 
Jubilee in personal thanks- Thanksgiving Service at Portsmouth 


Sid 21 Wendover Garden Party 
OTA gal he or she 26 West Wales District get-together with harp and voice 
owes through membership ‘Cynulliad Dosbarth’ at Llanllwch, Carmarthen 


of Toc H. Above al! else, 


strive for joy and much Jul Leigh, Lancs. Opening of new building for handicapped 

high-hearted happiness. 5 Southampton District LEPRA Féte 

May we go forward into 5-6 Peterborough & Stamford District Festival Evensong, 
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Communion, breakfast and ‘Family at Home Day’ at 
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Council, if you haven’t a evening, service, guest night and children’s sports 
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16 
18 
25 


Nov 


Dec 11-12 


Bideford joat at the carnival 

Bristol District holiday for blind, Almondsbury 
Cotswold Festival, Dor Knap 

Alison House Garden Party 

Swindon Week-end at Wroughton 

Broads District. Norwich event 

Trowbridge District get-together 

Swindon Rededication Service, Uffington Parish Church 


South Lakes District floodlighting and Romany Caravan 
at Morecambe 

North Lakeland District holiday for mentally handicapped 
children from Carlisle at St Annes 

Lincs Area Festival, Skegness YMCA Centre 

Manchester Festival, ‘Men of Brass’ concert 

Stamford dinner and dance at Assembly Rooms 

Fylde District, Fylde Festival, Fairhaven Parish Church 
Springficlds District sponsored swim, Crystal Palace 
International Pool 


Bolton District Rededication Service at Rochdale 
Blackpool Illuminations and Toc H entry 
Southend branch Golden Jubilee celebrations 


World Chain of Light 24-hour Vigil. An international 
group will be at Talbot Housc, Poperinge 


Stop Press (Dates to be confirmed) 
Alston Manor shrub planting, 
Fairfields District celebrity 
concert, Fairfield Halls, Croydon, 
Ramsgate Grand Fête and 
recruiting drive. 


All Hallows-by-the-Tower will be 
celebrating its 1,300th anniver- 
sary this year with a month of 
festivities from 18 May to 15 June. 
Point Three hopes to publish 


Applications for 31 May 
All Branch secretaries will 
be receiving direct by post 
their forms to apply for 
tickets for the national 


Festival in London on 
Saturday 31 May. These 
forms should be completed 
and returned by 21 Feb. 


further details later, but if you 
would like particular information 
from All Hallows Festival Office, 
write to: The Festival Director, 

C E Picton Warlow, St Dunstan’s 
Rectory, Idol Lane, London Ec3. 


A further list of events will be 
published in Point Three and it is 
hoped that a complete Calendar 
will be available for distribution 
by the end of February. 


Will District members and 
Toc H builders please note 
that they will not receive indivi- 
dual application forms, although 
they are, of course, invited to be 
present, Any wishing to attend 
should ask their nearest branch 
to include them on the branch 
Application Form or write direct 
to the Festival Secretary at 
Wendover. 


ANNAN 


From Ken Rogers 
Festival Secretary 


‘In the great moments of our 
corporate lives we learn together 
a little of the meaning of life.’ 
PETER Monie 


‘The Toc H Diamond 
Jubilee of 1975 will be one 
of those great moments in 
which you are invited to 
share. 


As a Family compassing 60 
years, we shall be deepening 
our understanding of what 
we are about and discover- 
ing, from our treasured 
past, new resources for the 
way ahead. 


The Jong tradition of Toc H 
Birthday Festivals began in 
1921, with Tubby and 2,000 
men crowding into the 
Duke of Westminster’s 
home, Grosvenor House, to 
celebrate the sixth anni- 
versary of the opening of 
Talbot House in Poperinge. 


This 60th birthday cele- 
bration in Westminster 
Abbey and Westminster 
Central Hall will be no less 
an occasion of thanksgiving. 
Even without Tubby we 
shall be conscious of our 
debt to him and his influ- 
ence on our lives.’ 


PA ne 


Diamond 
Jubilee 
Project: 
South India 


Greta Lynn /nternational Secretary 


As one of our national pro- 
jects for 1975, our Central 
Executive has accepted, on 
behalf of us all, a request 
from Toc H India to finance 
the building of a Health 
and Welfare Centre in a 
South Indian village. 


Why choose India, when 
there is so much to be done 
in England? The answer, 

in short, is that the effects 
of world inflation are far 
more serious in the develop- 
ing countries than they are 
here, and while we are 
suffering a temporary 
shortage of sugar, many 
people in India are suffering 
a permanent shortage of 
basic food. Of the 300 
million people living in 
India’s 700,000 villages, 
more than eight out of ten 
live on and by the land, and 
poverty is the lot of more 
than three-quarters of the 


people.{ 
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But why South India? Toc H in 
India is numerically very small; 
its members being almost entirely 
Indian Christians in a country 
which is predominantly non- 
Christian, Members in India, 
therefore, see their commitment 
to Toc H as an extension of their 
commitment to the Christian 
Church, and an opportunity of 
putting their faith into practice, 
which is possibly a far greater 
challenge to them than it is to us, 
living as we do in a country 
where the concept of service to 
one’s neighbour is accepted as the 
‘norm’. There are only 15 
branches of Toc H in the whole 
of the subcontinent of India, and 
all of these, with the exception of 
Bombay branch, arc in the south, 


Toc H India has been approached 
by Dr Mrs S Stephen, the 
Medical Superintendent of the 
Church of South India Mission 
Hospital at Tiruchirapalli, for 
help in providing a Health 
Centre at Pannikampatti, 
Pannikampatti is a small village 


(Lto r): G D Herbert. Georg Jacob 
(members of Tiruchirapalli branch) 
Dr Mrs S Stephen (Medical Super- 
intendent of the CSI Hospital), 
Mrs Vellaisamy Reddiar and family 
Mr I D Asirvatham (Secretary of ‘ 
Toc H India) and Mr Vellaisamy 
Reddiar (donor of the land) 
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situated about 30 miles from 
Tiruchirapalli, where there is an 
active Toc H branch. As in many 
other Indian villages, the main 
needs of the poor agriculturists 
and labourers who live there are 
programmes for education and 
health, There are approximately 
25,000 people living in the village 
and the surrounding small ham- 
lets, and the nearest Government 
hospital is 15 miles away. These 
rural areas lack any kind of health 
service for women and children. 


A local farmer (a Hindu Reddiar, 
Mr Vellaisamy Reddiar of Panni- 
kampatti) has given 12 acres of 
land to the hospital as a mark of 
gratitude for the help received 
from it, on condition that a 
Health Centre is established in 
the village. At present, this Jand 
is not cultivated because it is too 
dry, (Lack of water is a major 
problem. For most of its history 
and over most of its surface, India 
has had a monsoon agriculture 
and the farmers can never be 
certain of the fate of their crops. 


Out for water. The nearest well is 
a quarter of a mile sway 


If, however, water can be con- 
served for irrigation purposes, 
then farmers become independent 
of the monsoon.) The plan, there- 
fore, is to dig a well on the land 
and to install an electric pump so 
that the water from the well can 
be used to irrigate the land. These 
12 acres will then be very pro- 
ductive, as crops such as tapioca, 
sweet potatoes, sugar canc, as 
well as millet and maize can be 
grown. This produce will be used 
to maintain the staff and meet 
other expenses of the Health 
Centre. 


Although the buildings them- 
selves will be of a simple nature 
(consisting of a day-care centre 
with separate quarters for a staff 
nurse), the whole programme for 
the use of the building is imagina- 
tive, wide-ranging and, above all, 
need-based. The Centre will not 
only help those who are sick, but 
will also be a centre where 
maternal and child health and 
nutrition programmes will be 


Below: A similar kind of Health 
Centre to the one planned for 
Pannikampatti, showing the type of 
children wha will benefit. This 

was dedicated on 15 August 1974 


given highest priority. The same 
building will be used in the even- 
ings as a night school for adults, 
to teach as many older people as 
possible to read and write. 


The Padre of Tiruchirapalli 
branch is responsible for getting 
Toc H involved in this project. 
Because we are the sponsors, 
Toc H members will serve on all 
the committecs and will thus be 
committed to the work of the 
Health Centre as it develops. 
As well as the branch at Tiru- 
chirapalli, there are two other 
branches within a reasonable 
distance from the site (Tanjore 


and Nagapattinum), and together 


these three branches form one 
Toc H District. Local enthusiasm 
is evident, and as the project 
progresses, the Centre may well 
become a focus for the District 

as a whole. 


The over-all cost of providing the 
well and pump set to irrigate the 
land, and building the Health 


Bottom: Professor J D Samuel of 
Bishop Heber College (Chairman of 
Tiruchirapalli branch) lending a hand 
at digging a well for drinking water, 
with some ci the college students 


and Welfare Centre, will be in 
the region of £2,500. We hope 
that you will take this oppor- 
tunity of making this project part 
of your Jubilee Year programme. 
By so doing, you will be joining 
with Toc H in India in their 
endeavour ‘to enable the com- 
munity in which they live to 
learn to help itself’ (Resolution 17 
Strategy for the Seventies). 


A Jubilee Fund has been 
opened and the Health and 
Welfare Centre at Pannikam- 
patti will be its first objec- 
tive. Please send any cheques 
to the Finance Secretary at 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT, 
made payable to ‘Toc H’ with 
a covering note marked for 
‘Toc H Diamond Jubilee 
Fund’. 


NAAM 


‘That was a 


good 
Jubilee Year’ 


Huw Gibbs 


If I wasn't totally convinced that 
public relations combined with 
good planning could guarantee 
Toc H members repeating my 
headline in 10,000 different 
places, I would never have 
accepted the job of running 
publicity for the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations. 


By ‘public relations’, I am simply 
talking about those considerations 
which turn a local job into one 
which attractively portrays to the 
rest of the community why Toc H 
bothers to mcet at all. Because, 
make no mistake, unless we arc 
prepared to tell people why we do 
the things we do, we can never 


An artist's impression of the Jubilee 
exhibition at the Central Hall, 
Westminster. Each Region and Mark 
and also the International Depart- 
ment will have a display 
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hope that they will get it right 
in explanations or join us as 
members. 


Next year the Movement plans 
to celebrate its 60th year of 
concern for people by staging; 
among the festivities, a week-en 
in London. From the interest 
shown so far it is possible that 
3,000 Toc H people and friends 
will meet at Westminster to 
signify their association with 

Toc H and also their belief that 
what it stands for is still valid in 
our times. Only a fool would 
keep in membership of a dead 
socicty, and pay for the privilege. 
They will also be looking for fun, 
because Toc H knows that at the 
root of all trust and progress 18 
the ability to laugh at personal 
failure and forgive with a grin the 
weakness in others. But it is not 
the national celebration that is 
likely to fail. What may well fail, 
unless we can inspire every 
individual member to plan with 
others, is the opportunity to 
restate the purpose and fun of 
Toc H in every town which has a 
branch or group. This is your 
responsibility for the next 12 
months, It is the responsibility 
of the staff and particularly those 
in the public relations office to 


stretch themselves in every pos 
ible direction to make those is 
celebrations memorable. We ar 
ready. Are you? E 


This month we are launching a 
new publicity pack to replace th 
Alec Churcher book Extension, s 
It will include practice papers on 
every subject likely to cause 
problems: recruiting, displays 
press, radio, Toc H descriptions 
public speaking, planning events 
guest nights. Samples of literature 
will include poster sets, publica- 
tion lists, print room guides, lapel 
stickers and symbols, and a special 
‘Panic Card’ giving instructions 
on how you can get into imme- 
diate touch with national PR 
staff when you need answers on a 
special problem. 


We are also going to produce a 
comprehensive illustrated leaflet 
about the Movement to take up 
where Vista lcft off. 


Toc H is changing faster now 
than at any other time in the 
past 30 years. The fat on the 
muscle that has done so much 
damage by slowing our reflexes 
and performance is being exer- 
cised away as demands are made 


upon us to prove we are what we 
say we are. Whe tine of discussing 
compass points is over, People 
are now asking us to get to the 
point instead. ‘There was never a 
time this century when it was 
more obvious that our prophecy 
about life values is an eternal 
truth. Our task now is to pick up 
the pieces of a disintegrating and 
despairing society and remould 
them into a compassionate 
community. 


To do this we must first set 
realistic objectives in the short 
term, regroup and train our 
manpower so as to give at least a 
fair chance of achieving success 
and be determined that this 
Movement will cease to be the 
‘second-hand rose’ in community 
life because it is so widely mis- 
understood. Local Information 
Officers should be appointed to 
every Development Team. There 
is a job to be done within our 
membership to build better 
communication, greater confi- 
dence and more courage. There 
is a bigger job to be done with 
the people at large to educate 
them into knowing why their 
support, however they may sce it, 
is essential, Never let it be ad- 
mitted in a future history that 
Toc H turned away from a job 
because it ‘looked’ hard. 


Jubilee Year is a new starting 
point. At best there could be 900 
explosions as every branch un- 
folds at least one Jubilee event. 
If we really mean to bring 
Christ’s kingdom to men then 
let us accept that to be disciples 
means first to be disciplined in 
thought as well as action. 


John Callf in Second Wind writes: 
“Toc H can never contract out of 
what is going on in the world; 
least of all can it act as if chop- 
ping wood for old people is all 
that is required whilst all the 
time the enemy is chopping at the 
roots of civilisation itself, Thank 
God for the doers .. . but we need 
too the spirit of thinking.’ 


No 


Sex Barrier 
in 

New Zealand 
—Official 


That caught your attention, didn’t 
it? Good, read on. You can emi- 
grate afterwards. 

It was a good job Watford werc 
not playing away, otherwise the 
Beds, Herts and North Bucks rally 
would have been short of a certain 
Reg Moore-Hemel Hempstead 
member, pianist, and football 
fanatic. 

More than 150 members, at- 
tracted by threats of music, talk, 
comedy and grub, packed into St 
Andrew’s Church Hall, Watford, 
on 5 October, They were not dis- 
appointed, 

In alphabetical order (no fav- 
ourites), they came from Bedford, 
Bletchley, Buckingham, Harpen- 
den (who hired a coach), Hat- 
field, Hemel Hempstead, Hitchin, 
Leighton Buzzard, Luton, Rick- 
mansworth, Watford and Wolver- 
ton. I’ve left somewhere out, Oh 
yes, and New Zcaland. 

Besides the banjos and mando- 
lins of the Watford Plectra orches- 
tra, there were the nimble fingers 
of Reg Moore at the piano (and 
also at the sandwiches, tea and 
cakes). Music-hall entertainment 
was organised by Hemel Hemp- 
stead. 

Ken Gandy, New Zealand Sec- 
retary and a former member of 
Watford branch, told the audi- 
ence: ‘I was landed with the job 
of secretary as soon as I walked 
down the gang-plank.’ 

Speaking of joint membership, 
he said: ‘Wherever branches have 
become joint, membership has 
gone up. You don’t get single-sex 
families; how can you run a branch 
in that way? We've had no diffi- 


| culties with joint branches, but a 


lot of trouble with single-sex 
branches.’ 

In the service in St Matthew’s 
Church after the rally, the Minis- 
ter, the Rev L E West, spoke about 
love. He told the congregation: 
‘Love must control our relation- 
ships with others in all situations— 
what we say, think, give to one 
another. Loving is the way we 
drive our cars, work, treat shop 
assistants and bus conductors. 

‘Putting this into practice often 
seems beyond us; in fact we can 
only do it when we are secure in 
God’s love, for love for others is 
just the outward manifestation of 
the love we have from Him. 

“You in Toc H are committed to 
a Gospel of Love. People will only 
hecome convinced of the Kingdom 
of Heaven when they sce it work- 
ing in us. 

‘We have to love people into the 
love of God.’ 


Scott Shaw 
Point Three correspondent 


‘Ere, wassall this then? ‘Arry, alias 
Jimmy Neilly, Chairman of Hemel 
Hempstead men’s branch. disguised 
as The British Workman for a sketch 
in the Beds. Herts and North Bucks 
rally at Watford in October 
Photo: Scott Shaw 

Point Three correspondent 


News 
DOIN 


News, cartoons, crosswords and 
photos (clear black and white, please) 
are always welcome. Please send ta: 
Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


PETH 


The North West and North Wales 
Region now has a minibus, called 
‘Peth’. Peth Whitfield, former 
member of staff, started the cam- 
paign to buy a minibus, and she 
was able to hand the bus over to 
Regional Chairman Ralph Thorne 
at the Regional Council meeting 
last September. 

Members saved Green Shield 
stamps to the value of £300, Alan 
and Marie Owen, of Conway Dis- 
irict, handed over some £127 from 
money gathered on the death of 
their daughter in a car crash. Peth 
herself reccived various gifis, two 
of £100 each, £220 was received 
from the sale of the former Region 
mini-coach. £1,500 was raised in 
the Region and, with the help of 
Headquarters, we purchased a 
Ford iransit coach to the value of 
£1,700. The treasurer for the 
mini-coach fund was Colby Bun- 
ting, the Area ‘Treasurer of North 
Wales and the Marches Arca, 

With ‘Peth’ proudly stamped on 
the bonnet, members say, ‘We'll 
still have Mrs Davidson Whitfield 


Yorkshire Festival 


Bill Hardy 


hat was it which led so many 
ines H members to join the happy 
throng of 200-plus who converged 
on the market town of Selby tor 
the Yorkshire Toc H Festival of 
1974? : 

Maybe it was the direct result 
of the preparatory work carried 
out behind the scenes by a small, 
devoted band of enthusiastic mem- 
bers, led by Tommy Asquith, Or 
perhaps it was the recollection by 
some members of the highly suc- 
cessful Festival held there in 1969. 

Maybe it was the peculiar 
Toc H misture of seriousness and 
levity provided by the day’s pro- 
gramme. 

More likely it was the natural 
desire of members to gather to- 
gether on occasions like this, to 
meet Toc H on a wider plane, so 
that branch life can be enriched. 

The Abbey Church of Selby 
provided a splendid setting for the 
Service of Thanksgiving, conduct- 
ed by Mike Diggle, who is the 
Bishop of Selby’s Chaplain to In- 


dustry. We listened to an address 
by John Poole, of Bradford, whe 
excited our imagination and inter. 
est by linking Toc H branch life 
with that of the first disciples as 
portrayed in the New Testament 
in the story of Mary Magdalen. 

Our chief speaker was Gilbert 
Francis. He urged us not to be 
afraid of change, which had indeed 
been a feature of Toc H history as 
the Movement had been faced 
with new situations and new needs. 
frequently adapting its strategy 
and method to meet those needs. 
He also stressed the vital import- 
ance of branch life to the future of 
Toc H. 

Unexpected but highly success- 
fulitems were the community sing- 
ing and the coloured slide presen- 
tation of Colsterdale, brought to 
life by Bill Bains. 

Finally, we encountered once 
again that blend of levity and 
scriousness of purpose, when Fred 
Brook led us in Home-going 
Praycrs. 


Marvellous family night 


Huw Gibbs 


Crowds of laughing members with 
their guests spilled out across the 
neon-streaked pavements of Man- 
chester’s City Centre on 12 Oc- 
tober as the audience assembled 
for another Festival of Music at 
the Free Trade Hall, 

A capacity audience of over 
2,000 people greeted with enthu- 
siastic applause the arrival on 
stage of an old friend, Harry 
Morumer, who conducted the 
combined bands of champions 
Fairey Aviation and Foden’s Mo- 
tors. The Rhos Male Voice Choir, 
under their conductor Colin Jones, 
presented a moving programme 
which ranged from quict Schubert 


to the lively ‘Cavalry of the 
Steppes’, which deserved and got 
a tumultuous reception when it 
reached its climax with the tradi- 
tional Cossack shout. 

This was a foot-tapping and 
hand-clapping evening expertly 
directed by Harry Mortimer, who 
paid a warm compliment to the 
Movement on its organisation of 
the Festivals. George Barnett, who 
also attended the concert from 
Headquarters, was overheard to 
say during the interval, ‘What a 
marvellous family night. I’ve al- 
ready hooked my ticket for next 
year!” 


LS 


Worksop Film Unit 


It was in October 1953 that the 
Film Unit was started as the result 
of trying to make the best use of 
£100 in Co-op divi! More funds 
were obtained, the first Bell & 
Howell projector was purchased, 
and films were shown to three local 
hospitals and our Darby and Joan 
Club. Since then we have changed 
projectors five times, and for our 
2lst anniversary we have bought 
the very latest Bell & Howell 


Specialist projector. We now show 
films in ten locations, and most of 
our projectionists are boys bc- 
tween the ages of 14 and 16 years 
who are trained and then left in 
sole charge of the equipment. 
During the past 15 years over 100 
boys have heen trained by our 
organiscr, Edwin Nuttall, and 
have helped him and his son, John 
Nuttall, in giving pleasure to many 
people. 


Edwin Nuttall and the Worksop Toc H Film Unit at Kilton Hospital 


Photo: John Dixon, Worksop Guardian 
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Brothers’ Jubilee 


Jack Wadsworth Warden 


November can be a depressing 
month, but that of 1974 will be 
considered an exception by those 
who participated in the 50th anni- 
versary of The Brothers’ House 
(Mark XIII) on Saturday the 9th. 

Past and present Marksmen 
with wives and friends gathered 
in the afternoon in the lovely 
Church of All Hallows-by-the- 
Tower where a Service of Thanks- 
giving was conducted by the Rev 
Martin Leeson, a Marksman at 
the House in the 1950s. 

In the evening, the accommoda- 
tion at the House itself was strained 
to its limits by a happy crowd, 
including the Mayor and Mayor- 
ess of the London Borough of 
Southwark, rejoicing in old and 
new-found friendships. A memor- 
able day and an inspiring and 
stimulating experience. 


TT 


Community survey 


Residents of Pridcaux House, 
along with volunteers recruited 
from the London area, conducted 
a survey in Hackney, visiting over 
1,000 homes to find out what 
Toc H can provide in the way of 
new activities, amenities and facili- 
ties for the local residents. They 
also asked what the residents them- 
selves would be prepared to help 
with, 

Similar surveys in 1966 and 
1970 resulted in a pensioners’ 
lunch club, summer playschemes 
and pre-school playgroups being 
provided by Toc H with the help 
of the Hackney Council. Now 
Toc H wishes to revise its role in 
the community, John Burgess, the 
warden of Prideaux House, said: 
‘Needs are always changing, and 
will always provide the commu- 
nity with a new challenge.” 
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To the Point 


m Woking Toc H has about 400 
surplus hardbacks. If your branch 
runs a second-hand bookstall, and 
could use these, please contact Bill 
Crook, 23 Common Close, Horsell, 
Woking, Surrey. 


m Clacton-on-Sea Toc H took part 
in a three-day exhibition on Lei- 
sure organised by local Rotary 
Clubs. Their stand was decorated 
by the lamp and the new multi- 
sereen display unit. Many in- 
quirics were made about Toc H, 
and it is hoped to increase the 
membership through this event. 


m Woking joint branch has bought 
a 12-seater minibus, which it is 
making available to projects in 
Surrey. 


m Troon Toc H Choir (formed in 
1950) comes together each Christ- 
mas to sing Cornish carols in local 
hospitals and institutions. This 
year it will visit St Austell branch 
for their senior citizens’ Christmas 


party. 


m Barkingside branch raised £165 
on onc coflee morning for branch 
charities. 


m Llanllwch stalwart Brian Smith 
obtained front-page photo cover- 
age in local papers when he was 
presenied with the special award 
for having made 25 donations of 
good Toc H blood. 


m The three Carmarthen branch- 
es—Llanllwch, Coomb Cheshire 
Home and Carmarthen District- 
as the result of a small Talent 
Scheme which they organised, 
earned the sum of £55 for the 
Yamily Purse. 


m It is with great pleasure that 
Toc H Prestonpans announce they 
are now a joint branch having re- 
ceived their first two lady mem- 
bers. 
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Point Three continues its travels round the Regions and this 
month presents the members of the North Eastern Regional 


Executive Committee. 


The North East is an exciting 
place to be in at the moment. 
Members and staff are starting 
imaginative projects in the com- 
munity and the Executive is 
making ambitious plans to extend 
the influence of Toc H in the 
region. They are building for the 
future with courage. 


One of their most ambitious 
projects is the Newcastle Centre, 
which is opening this month. 

It’s a home and school for boys 
with retarded personalities and is 
to be run largely by Toc H 
members. It is a brave experi- 
ment and one which will un- 
doubtedly catch the imagination 
of the local public, who, it is 
hoped, will be encouraged to 
share in the life of the school. 


Equally exciting is the plan to 
appoint a new staff member in 
Middlesbrough, to work with an 
ecumenical group in the city 
cenire. Toc H was asked to find 
this community worker by the 
members of the group, who 
represent 12 town churches, the 
YMCA and the social services. 
It is the first time these organisa- 
tions have combined to establish 
a paid community worker. 
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Every town marked on the map 
above is or soon will be the centre 
of Toc H activity, The Executive 
has worked out a careful long- 
term, plan for extending the 
Movement in the North East and 
has challenged every District to 
spread Toc H in a particular 
area, Jubilee Year is Extension 
Year in the North East. Members 
and staff have agreed to work for 
certain targets, and will be able 
to measure their progress against 
those targets in the review of the 
Region in 1976. This carefully 
thought-out plan should co- 
ordinate everyone’s efforts, and 
should also strengthen and unify 
the existing membership. 


The targets for extension depend 
largely on the availability of staff, 
although in some arcas branch 
members will be responsible for 
carrying out extension pro- 
grammes alone, At present there 
are three field staff in the North 
East: Adrian Dudman, based in 
Durham, and Bill Bains and 
Richard Jackson in Leeds. 


The Executive hopes to appoint 
two more staff this year: in 
Middlesbrough and in Beverley, 
near Hull. The Middlesbrough 


appointment is for the ecumenical 
team and the Beverley one is for 
following up developments from 
the Scarborough playscheme and 
providing some staff coverage in 
the castern part of the Region, 
These extra appointments should 
allow hard-pressed staff to cut 
down on the amount of time spent 
in travelling and to concentrate 
on smaller geographical areas, 
Members on the Executive are 
obviously worried about the 
excessive demands which arc 
inevitably made on a staff 
member’s time. They are also 
conscious of the need to set up a 
regional office, to spare the staff 
from administrative work and to 
provide a focal point for com- 
munications inside and outside 
the Region. 


The Executive can sce that to 
cover the Region effectively in 
the next few years it would need 
another field worker in South 
Yorkshire, probably working from 
Sheffield, and another on Tyne- 
side, to follow-up contacts in 
Newcastle and from the Aln- 
mouth camp, These long-term 
plans obviously depend on the 
health of the bank balance of the 
Region and of the Family Purse. 


The North East is fortunate in 
having an Executive of this 
calibre. The committec has lost 
no time in planning for the 
extension of Toc H; it is also 
realistic about the likelihood of 
success. Regional Ghairman, 
Harry Brier, stresses that ‘our 
aim is to convince all members 
that now that money raised in the 
Region is spent in the Region, 
and now that the Regional team 
of Council, Executive and staff 
decides on the most effective usc 
of staff members’ talents, the 
strength and influence of Toc H 
will be as strong and far-reaching 
as only we are prepared to 

make it.’ 


Harry Brier 
Bill Barnes 


Harry Brier Rcgional Chair- 
man, CEC member. Born and 
bred in Huddersfield, married 
and now a wool merchant in 
Eland. Joined Toc H in 1933; 
now a member of Lindley branch. 
Believes in the value of the branch 
or of any group expcrience; 
particularly in involving young 
people in Toc H. Always out and 
about; also done much for the 
West Riding Cheshire Homes. 


Bill Barnes Deputy chairman 
of the Executive. Joined Toc H 
in the ’thirties, last chairman of 
the Northern Area. Former local 
government officer; now retired 
and even more involved with 
Toc H-at regional and branch 
level. Recently started a group in 
South Tees; keenly involved in 
the Middlesbrough Ecumencial 
venture and on the management 
committee of the Newcastle 
Centre. Obviously a hard worker, 
dedicated, kindly. A family man: 
married to Mary with two 
children, 


Jack Hellawell Very mucha 
new member to the outfit. Came 
into Toc H through the Aln- 
mouth Camp and is now chair- 
man of that committee: was very 
impressed by what he saw being 
done, He is Regional Treasurer, 
chairman of the Newcastle 
Centre, a member of the New- 
castle Abbeyficld Socicty and 


Jack Hellawell! 
Dick Stayman 
ee 


Tommy Asquith 
Bill Bains 


Rotary. For many years served 
in local polities as a councillor, 
particularly in the west end of 
Newcastle. A quantity surveyor 
in private practice; married with 
a 16-year-old son. Capable of 
interpreting figures into people; 
with foresight, 


Dick Stayman Aged 60, a 
Civil Servant with Ministry of 
Agriculture and a bachelor. 
Joined Toc H in 1938, has held 
most branch offices, Central 
Councillor 1970-73; present 
secretary of the Regional Execu- 
tive, and secretary of the Colster- 
dale Committee. Quiet, un- 
assuming, efficient and dedicated. 
Hobbies: photography. travel, 
do-it-yourself (but can’t saw 
straight!) 


Tommy Asquith Joined Toc H 
in 1929 as result of continuous 
indoctrination by a Sunday 
school teacher, a Toc H member. 
Now a member of Tadeaster 
branch and present editor of 
Northern Light, the magazine for 
the North East. At present 
Central Councillor. A retired 
headmaster with a love of local 
history and village life. Has a 
keen interest in extension of 

Toc H and helped form first 

Toc H group in a teacher- 
training college. “Tommy has a 
happy knack of bringing us down 
to earth; he’s the leveller? 


Richard Jackson 
Adrian Dudman 


Bill Bains Bill's life-story has 
already appeared in Point Three 
under the heading ‘From van 
driver to social worker’, 

A Sunderland man, born and 
bred, he left school at 14 and 
worked until the acute unemploy- 
ment situation of the North East 
caught up with him. Aged 38, 
with five children, he was out of 
a job. With Toc H help, Bill went 
to college in Oxford and gained 

a Diploma in Social Studies. 
Thence to Toc H staff; now 
working from Leeds. 


Richard Jackson Joined the 
staff last year; before then he was 
a Long-term Volunteer, running 
projects in Birmingham and 
working at the Ladywood Com- 
munity Centre. Also spent a lot 
of time at Colsterdale, and has 
developed contacts with the 
Shefficld Probation Service. Keen 
to encourage district-organised 
projects and to recruit local 
volunteers. A former sociolagy 
student at Manchester Univer- 
sity; marricd and living in Leeds. 


Adrian Dudman Far too well 
known to write about! Joined the 
staff in 1965. Started life in 

Toc H in Surrey where he was 
District and Area Chairman. 
Lovely family who bear with the 
demands of the job. 
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news point 


Sell-out Segovia 


Andres Segovia, the 81-year-old 
Spanish classical guitarist, thrilled 
1,100 people at a concert in aid of 
the Hythe Toc H Music Club 
recently. 

The self-taught guitarist is large- 
ly responsible for bringing the 
classical guitar back to the popu- 
larity it enjoys today. He has per- 
suaded many Spanish composers 
to write music for the instrument. 

The concert lasted two hours 
and raised £300 for Toc H funds. 
Wilfred Ransom, the concert’s 
organiser, said it could have been 
a sell-out twice over. After three 
encores and a standing ovation, 
the maestro was presented with a 
pen by Mr Ransom, and thanked 
the audience with a promise 10 
come back again. 

Anyone interested in going 
along to one of the concerts pre- 
sented by the Music Club might 
like to contact Wilfred Ransom 
at 18 Welson Road, Folkestone, 
Kent. Just to whet the appetite a 
little, future concerts will include 
Alfred Brendel, Tamas Vasary, 
and Janet Baker. An impressive 
programme by any standards, ! 


Small branch-big spirit 


Camborne Toc H scored a hit with 
its first floral art show, raising over 
£50. The branch now hopes to 
make this an annual event with 
the addition of a children’s corner. 
There were 60 entries for the show 
on the theme: “The World of 
Music’, and the winning entry was 
presented with the Rev Tubby 
Clayton Memorial Trophy. Other 
trophies and prize money were 
given to winners of different 
classes. There was also a stall with 
costumed dolls for sale in aid of 
the British Leprosy Relief Associa- 
lion. 
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Warden Manor 


Sue Sutton 

With Christmas behind us and 
winter half gone, this is always a 
good time to cheer ourselves up 
with holiday plans. = 

Last year I made my first visit 
to Warden Manor, spending five 
happy days there. Many Toc H 
members use the Manor year after 
vear and a holiday at Warden has 
become part of their lives. But I 
wonder how many more would go 
if they knew a little more about it. 

I heard about its fan and hospi- 
tality through members of my 
branch and so felt no stranger on 
my first visit. Not that there's any 
reason to fecl out of things at 
Warden, Onc of the joys of a holi- 
day there is that it’s right for 
everyone, Come with the family, 
bring a friend or come alone. All 
arc welcome. 

Holiday weeks are arranged 
around varying interests, and 
there’s plenty going on with par- 
ties, do-it-yourself concerts, coach 
outings, and, of course, the famed 
fancy-dress parades. And it’s all 
good family fun. 

In addition to the summer holi- 
days, the Manor is open for Easter 
and Whitsun parties and is avail- 
able most of the year (excluding 
the coldest winter months) for 
branch week-ends and confer- 


ences, and is especially suitable for 
young people's week-ends. 
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The house stands in its own 
grounds in lavely countryside on 
the coast of the Isle of Sheppey, 
Kent. It has an impressive history 
dating back to 1219, when it was 
owned by the Le Savage family, 
whose crest can still be scen on one 
of the fireplaces in the house today, 
In 1538 it was given to the High 
Sherif of Kent, Sir Thomas 
Cheyne, by King Henry VIII, 
Other owners included Sir John 
Sawbridge, who indulged in smug- 
gling from the house, and a 19h- 
century builder responsible for the 
rebuilding of London Bridge. This 
explains why one of the stones 
of the original bridge is in the 
Manor’s courtyard, In 1933 War- 
den Manor was generously given 
for use as a holiday hostel for 
Toc H and other like-minded 
movements. 

Wardens at the house in the 
past have included Vic and the 
late Bill Martin (1933-61), Jimmy 
Neilly (1969-70) and the present- 
day warden, Jolin Cole. John is 
supported by a friendly staff and 
between them they create the 
warmth and fellowship so charac- 
teristic of a stay at the Manor. 

But words cannot adequatcly 
describe this sort of fellowship. It 
necds to be experienced. So when 
you are making plans for this new 
year, remember Warden Manor, 
You'll be glad you did! 

Note: For holiday dates, see the 
small ads, inside back page. 
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Enfield 
Microphone 


Enfield Microphone, a tape pro- 
gramme for the blind, is celebrat- 
ing its 300th edition. The pro- 
grammic was started by Toc H, but 
the demand for it grew so great 
that after 18 months ‘Toc H asked 
the North London Hi-Fi Club to 
take it over. The service now has 
60 regular blind listeners. In the 
photograph are June Tew, reading 
news items from the Enfield Gazelle, 
and the chairman and vice-chair- 
man of the programme. 


Photo: Nick Townsend 
Enfield Gazette & Observer 


Quiz Final 


Alan Ellis 
Point Three correspondent 


The third annual inter-branch 
General Knowledge Quiz to be 
held in the North Hants and Read- 
ing Districts culminated in a final 
between Hartley Wintney and 
Fleet men’s branches. 

Hartley Wintncy originated the 
idea and donated a shield for the 
annual compctition., 

Last year’s winners, Newbury 
Joint, organised this year’s match- 
es, and at a crowded Guest Night 
at which all competing teams were 
represented, the final was won by 
Fleet, with 52 points against Hart- 
ley Wintney’s 42. Flect will organ- 
isc next year’s competition, 


Toc H 
Kneeler 


Elmstead Market Toc H held a 
flower festival in their parish 
church, and kncelers made by 
various organisations werc on dis- 
play. The kneecler bearing the 
Toc H emblem was worked by 
local member ‘Cabbie’. 


Alive in 5 
Bryn Chappell 


The notices in our two village 
shops invited anyone over I4 years 
to an Indoor Games Evening to he 
held in our Toc H rooms every 
Wednesday from September to 
March, Was it in [ear and trepida- 
tion or cager anticipation that we 
awaited that first Wednesday? 
Our chairman, arriving to open 
up, was greeted by 20 cager young 
people raring to go. The need had 


been found: now could it be 
fulfilled? 
Three months later we still 


maintain 18-24 attendance aged 
14-19, with the games (ice table 
tennis, snooker, etc) still playing 
the prominent part of the evening. 
But now at fortnightly intervals we 
are having a general discussion 
period in which both Toc H and 
Youth Group members exchange 
ideas. At the moment we discuss 
primarily what improvements can 
be made to the facilities and how 
to raise money. A novel way of 
raising moncy has been found with 
the added advantage of putting us 
all together in a working situation. 
We have been invited to undertake 
the building and decorating of a 
‘float’ to be used during next year’s 
Spalding Tulip Time celebrations 


(with a £100 fee payable on com- 
pletion). 

Why has there been this exciting 
transformation in our branch life? 
In common with many other 
branches we were faced with a 
diminishing attendance at weckly 
meetings, and so, despite success- 
ful project ventures, questions had 
to he asked. ‘Do we stagnate and 
die or what? Having correctly 
answered ‘What? the faithful few 
moved on to ‘How and when?’ 

Having taken stock, we decided 
our most tangible asset was the 
equipment belonging to the Youth 
Club, which until its demise in 
1969 had used our branch rooms 
(and provided us with much of our 
surviving membership). The idea 
for the Games Evening was born, 

The rest you already know. But 
what of the future? The possibility 
ofa week-end with another similar 
group in our Region exists; also 
additional help with all our activi- 
ties, particularly tulip garland 
making and summer children’s 
camps. 

Gould West Pinchbeck’s experi- 
ence serve as an example with our 
Jubilee Year approaching ?— 

dt death's door in “74, 

Came alive in °75. 
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MEDITATION 


From a member of the Buddhist Society 


‘What is meant by meditation?’ 
Many of my non-Buddhist friends 
ask either: “What do you think 
about when you are meditating?’ 
or: ‘Isn’t it very boring silting 
with your mind a blank?’ 


Meditation is neither thinking 
about anything nor ‘making the 
mind a blank’. 11 is simply aware- 
ness. Far from becoming sleepy or 
bored, or entering into any trance 
states, the meditator endeavours 
to control his mind so that it does 
not run in this direction or that; 
now recollecting, now making 
plans, now visualising, now 
analysing. He trains his mind to 
drop all its activitics so that he 
may observe what arises. ‘And 
whav’, I am frequently asked, 
‘can possibly arise if mental 
activity is reduced?’ 


In Vipassana, or insight medita- 
tion, subconscious material arises. 
Our true nature, undisguised by 
superimposed or conscious mental 
activity, can come to our notice 
and be seen for what it is. This 
may sometimes be upsetting or 
even alarming, so for this reason 
insight meditation should be 
undertaken only under the 
guidance of an experienced 
teacher. However, simple aware- 
ness can be practised at any time, 
anywhere, with perfect safety. 


What is meant by ‘awareness’? 
This can best be illustrated by 
giving an example of ‘non- 
awareness’: for instance, that 
moment known to all of us when 
we realisc that we have mislaid 
some item. ‘I know I put it down 
here, somewhere’, is the usual 
perplexed statement. Clearly, the 
action of putting down the object 
has been an unconscious one-we 
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did not know anything about it- 
and the result was a time-wasting 
and exasperating search. 


Lack of awareness may cause us 
to miss much in life. Take waiting 
for a bus, for example. We reduce 
our visual field to that spot in the 
distance from where the bus is 
expected, We are cut off mentally 
from all sound because we are 
listening for the noise of the 
motor. We anticipate what will 
be said when we arrive late at 

the office and visualise the 
amount of work waiting to be 
done. In this way, awareness of 
the moment does not exist; we 
are living in an imaginary future. 


So absorbing is this imaginary 
future that we fail to notice what 
really zs: an old person looking 
for someone to talk to; blossom 
breaking forth on a tree; a black- 
bird singing; sunlight reflected 
on a window-panc. Our lack of 
awareness has deprived somcone 
else of a friendly contact and 
ourselves of both aural and visual 
pleasure. Looking and listening 
for the bus brings it no sooner, 
and if we are late for work, 
visualising our late arrival means 
that we are unpunctual twice- 
once in fact, and once in fancy! 


Meditation is a process by which 
one trains oneself in awareness; 
employing various techniques to 
arrive at differenti types of con- 
sciousness, so that development 
occurs in the round and a well- 
integrated being emerges, This 
development of awareness brings 
about increasing insight into our 
own nature, so that our thoughts, 
feelings, actions, come ever more 
within our understanding and 
control, with consequent benefit 


both to ourselves and to others, 


Simple Meditational 
Technique: 

The following meditation, used 
extensively in preliminary forms 
of Buddhist training, is not in 
conflict with the fundamentals of 
other religious traditions, It can 
be followed with advantage by 
those leading a busy or stressful 
life. The details of posture and 
the nature of practice may seem 
trifling, but unless they are 
carried out exactly as prescribed, 
very little benefit will come. 


Mindfulness of Breathing: 
The best times are either before 
breakfast, when the mind ts 
already rested, or before going to 
bed, However, we have to find 
the best time for ourselves to suit 
our particular circumstances, 
The essential point is that the 
practice should be donc at least 
once a day, and for several wecks, 
to allow the mind to become used 
to the method. 


Place: Try to find a room where 
there is a minimum of noise and 
where you can be alone for a few 
minutes. A bowl of flowers gives 
a nice atmosphere and, for those 
who have no objection to the 
burning of incense, the perfume 
hasa tranquillising cffect. 


Posture: Ifit is possible for you to 
sit in a cross-legged position, this 
is ideal, as it gives the body a 

firm and stable base. If this is not 
convenient, then sit on a straight- 
hacked chair. The spine must be 
kept erect, without actual tension, 
the neck and head held squarely 
to the shoulders, the hands folded 
in the lap. The eyes should be 
half closed, the field of vision 
being about three fect before you. 
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NB Try to keep absolutely still 
during the sitting. Unless the 
body can be trained to be Come 
pletely still for short periods, the 
mind will also be jerky. 


After sitting quietly for a few 
minutes, start to breathe slowly 
and deeply. Now begin to count 
your breaths as they occur, 
counting from one to ten. Gount 
‘one’ on the exhaling breath and 
so on, until ‘ten’. If you lose 

the count, check mentally that 
you have done so, and go back 
to the beginning. Continue in 
this manner for five minutes. 


Try to keep your counting and 
breathing fully aware and alert, 
but without strain. Do not count 
automatically, but be with the 
whole process. You will find that 
thoughts, images, hopes, fears, 
and distractions constantly inter- 
rupt your mindful counting of the 
breaths. Just gently observe that 
this is all happening, giving it no 
importance, and continue your 
breath counting. ` 


For the first few wecks, do not 
attempt to sit for more than the 
prescribed five minutes, At this 
stage, the effort to sit erect and 
still often becomes acute. Bodily 
pains and cramps, distractions 
and restlessness arise, and if the 
sitting is continued too long in the 
first instance, the meditator will 
become discouraged. 


Eventually, if you can say with 
complete honesty that you can 
count up to 300 (in sequences of 
ten) without any break and with 
full attention and awareness, then 
you will have gone a long way 
towards becoming a much calmer 
and more tranquil person. 


It is not in bewildering speed 
Thal we will find 

The love and peace we need 

But in the stillness of environment, 
Then when we have found 

That all the things we seek 

Lie al our very feet 

We stand on Holy Ground. 
Molly Stobart 


LETTERS 


Emergency 


In reading Norman Chidley’s most 
interesting article in the November 
issuc, I was somewhat disturhed by 
the inclusion of the phrase ‘the 
branch decided that the keener 
ones should be allowed to become 
Toc H associates.’ The use of the 
word ‘allows’ suggests something 
like giving a dog a bone as a 
reward. 

It is this patronising attitude 
which prevents us from recruiting 
the younger generation to our 
ranks in any great numbers. We 
are, of course, not by any means 
alone in this. Many organisations 
and also the Church adopt this 
paternalistic outlook and then 
wonder why their membership 
does not increase. It is to our 
shame that many of our members 
treat Toc H as some sort of exclu- 
sive club not to be shared with 
anyone below a certain age. 

I believe that there is a vast 
reservoir of young pcople who 
would become members, in one 
form or another, if only we ap- 
proached them in the right way. 
Perhaps in keeping with the reso- 
lution passed at this year’s Central 
Council we could make a start 
with church youth groups, and 
maybe Regional and District Exe- 
culives would consider mounting 
a vigorous drive in this direction. 
Now that we have a more youth- 
ful director than for many years, 
this would seem to be the most 
appropriate time for us to seck out 
the young and encourage them lo 
‘journey with us’. 

John Morgan Middlesex 


[In fairness, it should be pointed out 
that Loughton branch has been very 
successful in recruiting young members. 
John’s general point, however, still 
stands, Ed. 


The Prisoner 


L C Duncan’s letter concerning 
the prisoner’ does not explain ade- 
quately why some people become 
criminals and others not. Clearly, 
for many people inside prisons 
poverty, with the attendant in- 
ferior housing, educational and 
Job opportunities, can and does 
produce a situation where normal- 
ly accepted values are viewed 
apathetically. There are few Robin 
Hoods around these days and a 
man (or woman) can perhaps be 
excused for helping himselfin view 
of the foregoing, He may well feel, 
with some justification, that the 
world owes him something. 

Mr Duncan’s assumption that 
the individual is free to choose the 
way of life that he wishes, as illu- 
strated by his analogy of the crimi- 
nal to the parachutist, racing 
driver, etc, cannot possibly stand 
up when the constraints of in- 
equality of birth and opportunity 
are considered. 

Crime cannot be condoned, but 
at least an attempt must be made 
to understand the criminal. In the 
context of this unequal, prejudiced 
and selfish society we (and not the 
impersonal they) must take respon- 
sibility for many of the conditions 
that produce ‘the prisoner’. 
Donovan Cattell Ramsgate, Kent 


Communications 


May [I ask that it is stressed that 
secretaries should inform HQ of 
any change in their meeting night, 
especially those who live in holiday 
places. 

I have just been to Scarborough, 
and, before going, my friend and I 
asked for the name of the secretary 
and the mecting night of the local 
branch-only to find when we got 
there that we had missed the meet- 
ing. We werc told it was on Tucs- 
day, but in fact they met on 
Mondays. 

By sheer luck we stayed on the 
street where the secretary lives, so 
I made a call and was given the 
usual Toc H welcome. We were 
very disappointed that we missed 
the meeting, though. 

Freda Hurt Mansfield 
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Obituary 


Mrs Ellison Toc H has lost one 
of its great founder figures, 
through the death of Mrs Ellison 
on 14 November at the age of 90. 
Norah Henrietta Ellison, ‘Nonie’ 
to her friends, was born and 
brought up in and around Edin- 
burgh and delighted in being a 
Scot. When young she spent a 
good deal of time at Lambeth, 
when her uncle, Randall David- 
son, was Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Being at the centre of the 
life of the Anglican Church at 
that time was a fascinating ex- 
perience and it had a consider- 
able influence on her life. Many 
were the reminiscences of those 
days, the people she met, the 
discussions she heard, always 
recalled with great humour and 
an absence of self-importance, 


In 1914 came marriage to Padre 
Harry Ellison who, after a period 
in South Africa on the staff of the 
Railway Mission, had become 
Vicar of Corsham. This devotedly 
happy marriage ended with his 
death in 1934. Padre Ellison 
served as an Army chaplain 
throughout the Great War, and 
then for the rest of his life he 
devoted his time to Toc H. He 
and Mrs Ellison travelled in 
Canada, and then in South 
Africa and Rhodesia where 
together they laid the foundations 
of the Movement for both men 
and women and where they are 
still remembered with affection 
and gratitude. During the Second 
World War, when the Women’s 
Association in South Africa was 
made responsible by the Govern- 
ment for the welfare of the 
Forces, the houses and canteens 
were called after the Ellisons. 
Following her hushband’s death 
Mrs Ellison bravely returned to 
tour South African women’s 
branches, 


From the early days of the Move- 
ment Mrs Ellison worked with 
her whole heart to build up the 
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women’s work and to support her 
husband, especially when he 
became the first Overseas Secre- 
tary. She always welcomed | 
members from other countries to 
her home, She became Chairman 
of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee and the first London Area 
Council of the Women’s Associa- 
tion, rather reluctantly, as she 
recognised that her gifts did not 
lic in administration. She much 
preferred to work quictly with 
individuals and small groups of 
cople and was an active member 
of the St John’s Wood branch in 
London for the whole of its long 
life. In due course she retired as 
Chairman of the Central Execu- 
tive, refusing to continuc in office 
so that new leaders could be 
trained, but she accepted the 
appointment as a Vice-President, 
of which she maintained she was 
totally undeserving but neverthe- 
less proud, In this capacity she 
attended Councils, Central 
Executives and Conferences 
regularly until extreme old age 
prevented it. She was especially 
interested in the Overseas C'om- 
mittee and Department, and to it 
she gave much valuable service. 


During the Second World War 
Mrs Ellison worked in a sub- 
ordinate post looking after chil- 
dren from the sluins of Glasgow 
who had been evacuated to her 
mother’s house in Aberdeenshire. 
Having had no children of her 
own, this was a hard task for her 
and many were the subsequent 
tales she told of the situations 
which arose owing to her inex- 
perience and fearful inefficiency, 


In middle life Mrs Ellison found 
herself a comparatively rich 
woman, but she continued to live 
modestly and her personal spend- 
mg was minimal, No one can 
remember for how many years 
‘Mrs Ellison’s hat’, always the 
same one (it becaine quite a 
landmark), turned up at Council 
mectings, mostly accompanied 
by the same clothes too. Her 
many benefactions to Toc H, as 
to other causes, were always 
carefully thought out-a Chap- 


laincy for South Africa in Temory 
of her husband; a lump sum io 
Rhodesia to make it possible to 
appoint a staff member; a sum 

to home funds to be used for the 
cost of training staf and members 
and, for those who could not 
afford it, to attend training con- 
ferences and to visit Poperinge, 
The Railway Mission received 
her financial and personal sup- 
port without stint, as did the 
parishes in which she lived, 
Refugees and very many indivi- 
duals were helped with gifts, with 
the loan of her flat in London, 
with week-ends at Yateley and 
by her interest in their problems, 
her encouragement and her 
prayers. 


Mrs Ellison was at her best- 
delightful, humorous, unconven- 
tional and unshockable—in srnall 
groups. Some of us treasure 
memories of informal staf con- 
ferences held annually during the 
1930s in her home at Yateley, 
where we grew to know her and 
each other, to discuss the things 
which really mattered, 10 dis- 
agree fiercely, to begin to know 
the meaning of thinking fairly 
and loving widely (‘My dear, it’s 
the people who are difficult to 
love on whom you should con- 
centrate; the attractive ones are 
relatively easy’), to enjoy her 
intellectual gifts and breadth of 
mind. Almost to the end of her 
long life she kept up her reading 
of theology and her interest in its 
latest trends and scholarship. 
This was balanced by a wide- 
ranging acquaintance with 
thrillers, which she regularly 
‘gave up’ for Lent, although on 
the Sundays of that season she 
continued to enjoy them. We 
were immensely diverse but all 
united in our affection for our 
hostess and for the purposes of 
Toc H which she kept before us 
in a deeply spiritual way. We 
were forgiving of her infuriating 
habits of untidiness, muddled 
papers, losing things, of ringing 
one up at near dawn or midnight 
because she had an idea and 
wanted to know what one thought 
of it, or because she had lost 


thing! ‘Mrs Ellison left her 
some ia behind with unfailing 
P zularity’s wrote one member of 
ret who toured with her in 
South Africa. We even took her 
criticisms in the spirit of love in 
which they were offered, and 
they were offered when necessary, 
and how she, and we, enjoyed 
her many jokes against herself! 


And so we give thanks from our 
hearts for a life lived fully, 
despite years of ill health, in the 
service of others and of her Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 


Elisabeth Worth 


A special Eucharist will be celebrated 
at All Hallows-by-the- Tower al 

12 noon on Tuesday 28 January 
1975. 


Jane Welch, who dicd on 

9 November, will be known by 
name to many carly members for 
her delightful articles in The Log, 
for the leaflet she wrote about 
Cruiched Friars House, and her 
vivid description ofa night of 
blitz on Tower Hill in A Further 
History. Those who knew her 
cherished her friendship, her 
sense of humour, her faithfulness 
in Toc H, For many years she 
lived at Crutched Friars House 
and served on the Central Execu- 
tive, She was Chairman at one 
time. She loved All Hallows and 
Tower Hill and all its history. 


After she moved to Kensington 
she kept together the ever- 
fluctuating branch for many 
years. Lately the meetings were 
held in her flat. Tubby would 
drop in from time to time to sce 
her, There was always a welcome 
for members from home and 
overseas, We remember her with 
warmth and thankfulness. 


A Memorial Service will be held at 
All Hallows on Sunday 12 January 
at 4 pm, 


We regret to announ 
ce th 
death of the following A 


members: 


In May: Arnold P Hill (Herne 
Bay). 

In August: Robert H Sampson 
(Herne Bay), Ernest Sutcliffe 
(Syston), 

In September: John Donkin 
(Rhodesia), | Harvey Lewis 
(Builth Wells), 

In October: Wallace E Clark 
(Liskeard), Sidney Edmunds 
(Treforest), Alfred Goldsworthy 
(Plymouth), Edward K Hobley 
(Carlisle), Idris Jarman (S Wales 
Area), Cyril Marshall (Conings- 
by), Alice Miller (Central), 
Ruth Morgan (Barkingside), 
Edith Prior (Streatham), 

A Harold Raven (Chelmsford), 
James W Tolfree (Kendal), 

F R Wharton (St Annes), 


In November: Norah H Ellison 
(Central), Herbert A Hunt 
(Harpenden), Nora Osburn 
(Bideford), M M K Ryan 
(Central), Jane Welch (Central). 


Silver Jubilee 


Burraton Toc H celebrated iis 
Silver Jubilee recently with a 
Pasty Supper at the community 
centre in Saltash. Guests from the 
St Budeaux and Saltash branches 
were invited. 

The Burraton branch was start- 
ed in 1949 and has had a variety 
of meeting places-old huts, a 
butcher’s shop and a café—until 
members built their own head- 
quarters with voluntary labour. 
This building is now used every 
day not only by Toc H, but also 
by a local playgroup, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, and others. > 

Regular branch jobs have in- 
cluded cleaning the local hospi- 
tal theatre, entertaining in old 
people’s homes, taking the elderly 
on coach trips and providing 
parcels at Christmas. 


THE OLD HOUSE, POPERINGE 
Bed and breakfast: £1-50 per head. 
Other meals are available by 
arrangement with the house- 
keeper. 


EEE 


Concert at 


Greathouse 


Reg Coates 

Point Three correspondent 

Perhaps the most enjoyable Toc H 
Job undertaken by Chippenham 
branch is the weckly entertain- 
ment at Greathouse Cheshire 
Home which has been provided 
for the past 15 years during the 
winter, 

In days past, this consisted of 
film shows and, despite the advent 
of colour television, these are still 
popular, especially when sufficient 
members can go along to sit and 
talk with the residents. 

The branch now aims to provide 
a live show once a month, and the 
first of the current season was held 
on 7 November, when Mrs Zena 
Street and Mr Dennis Cole, ac- 
companied by Mrs Jean Evan- 
Humphreys, sang. 

Tickets for the next concert by 
the choir on 26 April 1975 are now 
selling well, and it seems that 
Toc H members from far and wide 
will attend. 


mr 


(L to r): Jean Evan-Humphreys. 
Dennis Cole and Zena Street with 
three other contributors at the 
concert, Jim Norris. Susan and 
Richard Coates 

Photo: Reg Coates 

Point Three correspondent 


Bus Bazaar 


Chingford branch’s annual bazaar 
this year raised £165 to help run 
and maintain their minibus. This 
bus is in constant use locally to 
transport blind, elderly and handi- 
capped people to and from their 
various clubs. Members add their 
gratitude to the volunteer driver, 
without whom they could not cape. 
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What’s on in 1975 


On most week-ends at Dor Knap and Alison 
members outside the branch or District concerne 


House there are vacancies for 
d. Applications should be 


made to Tommy Trinder at Dor Knap or Frank Howlett at Alison House. 
Alison House 


Dor Knap 

Jan 10-12 
17-19 
24-26 
31-2 


Feb 7-9 


14-16 
21-23 
28-2 


Mar 7-9 
14-16 
21-23 
27-31 


Apr 4-6 
11-13 
14-18 
18-20 
25-27 


May 2-4 
9-11 
16-18 
19-23 
24-26 
26 


Jun 6-8 
13-15 
20-22 
26-29 

Jul 46 


26-2 


Outward Group 


Mid-Eastern Region 


‘Through the Eye of a Camera’ 
Adrian Dudman/Crispin White 


Folk ’75, Sue Sutton 
South East Regional Projects 
Mid-Eastern Region 


Bordon Company 
Easter Working Party 


Harrow 


St Mary’s School, Shenfield 
Beds, Herts and North Bucks 
Alnmouth Committee 


Hackney District 
North London 
Cheltenham 

Portsea School 
Wessex Pioncers 
Open Day Festivities 


St Mary’s, Northchurch 
South West Region 


Lindley & Huddersfield 


Beds, Herts and North Bucks with 


Surrey 
Music and Painting Weck 


Cotswold Week 
Multiple Sclerosis Week 
The Wardens’ Weck 
Llanarman Yn Ial Week 


COTSWOLD FESTIVAL 
South Yorks 

Bristol District 

East Midlands 


National Projecis Conference 
Regional Staff Clump 

Music and Painting Weck 
Solihull 


Astwood Bank Baptist 


Jan 3-5 


10-12 
17-19 
24-96 
31-2 
Feb 7-9 
14-16 
21-23 


28-2 


Mar 7-9 
14-16 
21-25 


27-1 


Apr 46 
11-13 
17-23 
25-27 


May 2-4 
9-11 
16-20 
23-27 


28-10 


Jun 13-15 
20-22 


27-29 
30-6 


Jul = 7-14 


18-25 
26-2 


Aug. 4-1] 
12-19 
23-30 


Sep 5-7 
12-14 
20-25 
26-28 


Sheffield College of Education 
Christian Union 


Nurses’ Christian Fellowship, 
Nottingham 
United Kingdom Alliance 


Mid-Eastern Region 

Methods Committee of 

Mid-Eastern Region 

International Group Youth Hostel 
Association 

Methodist Division of Education and 
Youth 


Manchester Area 

Manchester Legal Executives 
Kitwood Secondary Girls’ School, 
Boston 

Mid-Eastern Region 


(Warden’s holiday) 

Notts and Derby Area 

Louth RDC Age Concern holiday 
East Midlands Area 


Alison House Leisure Weck-end 
‘Accent on Poetry’ Week-end 

Sue Sutton 

Framwellgate Moor Comprehensive 
School 

Kitwood Secondary Girls’ School, 
Boston 

(Closed for staff holidays) 


Peterborough and Stamford District 
Independent Order of Rechabites, 
Gainsborough 

Alison House Leisure Week-end 
Vauxhall Centre, Norwich, Holiday 
for Handicapped 


Kirkley High School, Lowestoft 
(provisional) 

West Midlands Old People’s Holiday 
Holiday Week - M Bullock 


Holiday Week - A and M Berry 
‘Painting Week’— K Owen 
Holiday Week - A and Ð Brooke 


North Wales and Marches Area 
ALISON House GARDEN PARTY 
North Worcestershire District 
Alison House Leisure Week-end 


~ 


a 


3-5 
10-12 


Oct 


17-19 
24-26 
31-2 
7-9 
14-16 
22-23 


Nov 


28-30 
5-7 
12-14 
19-21 
24-27 


Dec 


Colsterdale 

Dec 30-3 

Jan 24-26 
31-2 


Feb 7-9 


28-2 


Mar 3-7 


7-9 
14-16 


17-21 
21~23 
28-31 


Apr 4-6 


7-18 
18-20 
21-25 


25-27 


May 2-4 
5-9 
9-16 


16-30 
30-6 


6-8 
9-13 


Jun 


13-15 


North East Region 

Independent Order of Rechabites, 
Gainsborough 

Notts and Derby Area 

Merscyside District 

AEI Manchester Debating Society 


(Central Council) 

West Midlands Area 
Practical Psychology Club, 
Nottingham 


CEC Week-end 
Christmas House Party 


Habonim, London 

Manchester University Bellringers 
Rev D A Roberts, Bridgford, 
Nottingham 


Rev John Stayley, Slaithwaite, 
Huddersfield 
Wellingborough Action Group 


Edward VII Upper School, Melton 
Mowbray 

Arlington Toc H branch, Middles- 
brough 

Hatfield Borstal, Doncaster. Activities 
Week-end 

Working week 

Habonim, London 

Arlington Toc H branch, Middles- 
brough 


Richard Jackson, North Eastern 
Region 

South Yorkshire Probation Service 
Leeds Probation Service 

Hatfield Borstal, Doncaster. Working 
weck 

Philip Bishop, Hull Industrial Mission 


Colsterdale Committee 

Richmond School Project 

Valley Comprchensive School, 
Worksop 

South Yorkshire Probation Service 
Hatfield Borstal, Doncaster. Working 
week 

South Yorks Toc H District 
Humberside Social Services. Mentally 
Handicapped Project 

Paddock Toc H, Huddersfield 


20-22 Huddersfield Community Care Project 
27-4 Valley Comprehensive School, 
Worksop 
Jul 4-1} Toc H Mid-Eastern Region 
11-18 Leeds Social Services 
18-25 Blackburn Toc H Project 
25-1 Sheffield Toc H Swimming Group 
Aug 1-10 Toc H Mid-Eastern Region 
11-17 Toc H Hild District, Hartlepool 
Deaf and Dumb Children’s Project 
18-29 Toc H Wolds District, Scarborough 
Project 
Sep 1-5 Hatfield Borstal, Doncaster. Working 
weck 
5-7 Toc H Arlington branch, Middles- 
brough 
8-26 South Yorkshire Probation Service 
26-28 Rotherham Scouts 
Oct 3-10 Valley Comprchensive School, 
Worksop 
17-19 Leeds Probation Service 
24-26 Hatfield Borstal, Doncaster, Activities 
Weck-end 
Nov 7-9 ‘Toc H Arlington branch, Middles- 
brough 
21-23 Leeds Probation Service 
24-28 Priesthorpe School, Pudsey, Leeds 
Dec 12-14 Leeds Probation Service 


Welcome Point 


The following branches elected new members 

during November: 

5—Anstey (w), Barnstaple (j). 

4— Brandon (w), Lincoln (j), Pocklington Court (j). 

3—Arlington (j), Glen Parva (w), Hunstanton (w), 
RHHI (j), Southampton District. 

2—Bideford (m), Birmingham District, Prestonpans 


{ 

(j). 

rit E (w), Bebington (m), Biggleswade (m), 
Bridlington (j), Bristol District, Central, Central 
Overscas, Chalfonts (w), Chelmsford (j), 
Cromwell District, Green Street Green (m), 
Hartley Wintney (w), Huddersfield District, 
Hythe (w), Lapford (m), Milford on Sea (j), 
Mochdre (j), Northern London District, Notts 
and Derby Area, Parkhurst (w), Peterborough 
and Stamford District, Swannington (w). 

We extend a warm welcome to 65 new 

members. 


19 


icture point 


Lytham St Annes branch invited 
‘Miss Premium Bond’ to open a 
bring-and-buy sale, held at Lytham 
St Annes and Fylde YMCA. 200 people 
attended the sale, which raised £70 
for Toc H funds. {L to r); Elsie 
Bailey, Sandra Benson (‘Miss Pre- 
bond’), Alan Daniels. Doris Wheeldon 
and Ethel Scarfe 

Photo: St Annes Gazette, Lytham 


Crewkerne branch was recently 
re-established after a period of 
eight years, largely due to the 
efforts of Ted Harris (seen here 
receiving the Lamp from Captain 
Photo: Colin Jeffrey 


B D Brown) 


The Toc H stall run by Saltford 
branch recently helped raise funds 
to buy Christmas parcels for 
patients at the Bristol mental 
hospitals and to provide a holiday 
last August for a needy family 


Mr Charles Towell hands over a 
cheque for £100 on behalf of the 
Melton Old People’s Welfare 
Committee to Mr Barry Jane to get 
the Toc H alarm project off the 


ground Photo: Melton Times 


<— 
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Small 


advertisements 


Small advertisements must be 
received (with remittance) five 
weeks before publication day, 
which is the first of the month. 
The charge is 3p a word (mini- 
mum 30p) to Point Three maga- 
zine. Rates of display advertise- 
ments can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks p22 6rT. Telephone 
0296-62391 1. 


If any member of Toc H has a bed/ 
sitling-room to let please contact by post 
Edwin Osment (Cuffley & Gofls Oak 
branch), 15 Cranborne Road, Waltham 
Cross, Herts. 


Member’s seaside cottage. Self- 
catering holidays any time; particularly 
reasonable early/late in Cornwall's long 
season. W J B Stray, 134 Fore Street, 
Newlyn, Penzance. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb 
ball-pens, comhs, key fobs, diaries, etc, 
gold stamped to your requirements. 
Details: NORTIIERN NOVELTIES, 
Bradford nol 31e. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel Jacobs 
{established 50 years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual visitors to this 
lovely old city within easy reach of other 
famous cities of art, and of ihe coast. 
Comfortable, modernised hotel. Quict 
situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and break- 
fast only. Mr Jules Lietaert, HoTEeL 
Jacors, Baliestraat 1, Bruges 8000. 
Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Stawe Community Service visils more 
than 400 old people weekly. Green 
Shield stamps, Pink stamps, Co-op 
stamps and all brands of cigarette 
coupons desperately needed for hot- 
water units and better heating. All gifts, 
however small, will be put to lasting use. 
Stowe Community Service, Buckingham 
MKI8 5rir (a registered charity). 


Book now for a holiday at W. 
pe Historic inno hone ala 
unspoilt country, near sea. Ha T 
Fellowship. Open 5 July-13 aai 
also Easter (27 March-I April) and 
Spring Bank Holiday (23-27 May). 
£13-£15-75 weeely (children £11-50) 
plus VAT; includes full board (4 meals 
daily). All games (tennis, table tennis, 
putting, etc) and entertainments arc free, 
Contact John Cole, Warden Manor, 
Eastchurch, Nr Sheerness, Kent. 


DO 
YOU 
KNOW 


any blind person who 
would like to receive 


Appeal Organisers required (male or 
female) by well-known charity owing to 
rapid expansion. Duties include organ- 
Ising good-quality clothing and cash 
collections, mainly through the churches. 
Vacancies in South Essex, East Sussex, 
West Sussex, and Bristol, Avon and 
Wiltshire. Also for Mobile Appeals 
Organisers based on London, prepared 
to travel the country. Salaried positions 
with car or car allowance. Please contact 
John Cole, Help the Aged, 8/10 Denman 
Sireet, London wla 2ap, quoting 
reference J2, or telephone 01-439 4455, 
Mondays or Thursdays, 12 noon-2 pm. 


a braille copy of Point 
Three every month? 

If so, please write to 
Douglas Kirkpatrick, 
Clanmere Nursing 
Home, Graham Road, 
Malvern, Worcs. 


STAFF VACANCIES 


arise from time to time 
at our Services Clubs in Germany 


The posts are mainly suitable for single men and 
women able to drive aged between 21 and 50. 
Salaries on scale £865-£1,735 per annum plus 
currency adjustment. Free accommodation plus 
food allowance; pensionable; income tax not 
normally payable. 


Work is mainly concerned with serving Forces’ 
families from Clubs and Mobiles, but opportunities 
exist for staff to express themselves in Toc H 
terms within the Army communities. 


Keith Rea is always pleased to receive inquiries 
from members and friends at: Toc H Administrative 
Headquarters, Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP22 6BT. 


PUBLICITY OFFICER FOR ONLY 7p 
A MONTH 


IT’S DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR AND FOR TOC H 
THAT MEANS EXTRA ATTENTION TO PUBLICITY. 


pont three 


is the best publicity Toc H has ever had. 
It changes every month and it is the best and 
cheapest way of getting people's attention. For 7p a 
month you get a complete picture of Toc H for 
someone who is on the fringe. Every branch must 
know at least a dozen people they would like to see 
as members. 


Take advantage of the cheap rates NOW. Make sure 
that during your Jubilee Year, you are going to 
make the Point about Toc H. Buy extra copies and 
give them Point Three. 


INVEST IN THE MAGAZINE AND YOU INVEST 
IN TOC H 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover Buckinghamshire HP22 6BT and printed in England by NCH Printing Dept., Harpenden 


